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open ground, rise with a light, quick motion, and continue bis 
flight over the bushes for some hundred yards apparently with 
an ease that would argue the ability to sustain a longer flight. 

Though fond of shade and solitude, he will at an early hour in 
th e morning, climb to the top of a straight leafless branch, there 
to sit and enjoy the first rays of the sun. 

He is said by the Mexican rancheros to build his nest of loose 
sticks either in a low thick bush, or in close cover on the ground. 
The eggs are about three in number, of a whitish colour. 



The Monthly Report of the Corresponding Secretary was 
read and adopted. 

Dr. Morton read some additions to Dr. Gibbes' paper, sug - 
gested by the author, which were referred for examination 
to the Committee by whom the paper had been reported for 
publication in the Journal. 



ELECTION. 
Samuel Powel, Esq., of Philadelphia, was elected a Mem- 



ber. 



Stated Meeting, Aug. 3, 1847. 
Vice President Morton in the Chair. 

DONATIONS TO MUSEUM. 

Dr. Wilson presented a collection of Shells, consisting of 
285 specimens of the following genera ; 

Aspergillus, 2 : Teredo. 3 : Pholas, 4 : Solen, 12 : Solemya, 2 : 
Glauconome, 1 : Osteodesma, 2 : Thracia, 2 : Cleidothserus, 1 : 
Lutraria, 6 : Mactra, 13 : Crassatella, 3 : Aniphidesina, 6 : 
Psammobia, 8 : Tellina, 17 : Donax, 1 : Cyrena, 3 : Astarte, 
4 : Lima, 1 : Hinnita, 1 : Spondylus, 6 : Placuna, 2 : Terrebra- 
tula, 3 : Mya, 3 ; Melania, 3 : Neritina, 3 : Oancellaria, 2 : 
Turbinella, 1 : Cardium, 8 : Garnita, 3 : Area, 12 : Pectuncu- 
lus, 5 : Nucula, 1 : Unio and Anodonta, 13 : Hyria, 1 : My- 
eetopus, 1 : Etheria, 6 : Chama, 10 : Lithodomus, 1 : Modiola, 
2 : Mytilus, 6 : Pinna, 2 : Perna, 1 : Malleus, 2 : Avicula, 12 ; 
Pedum, 1 : Cytherea, Venus, Arthemis, 60 : Peeten, 8 : Pli- 
eatula, 3 : Ostrea, 2 : Lingula, 1 : Crania, 1 : Ungulina, 1 : 
Natica, 1 : Triton, 3 : Cerithium, 2 ; Pterocera, 2 : Pyrula, 1 . 
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Mr. William Pease, of New, York, presented four species 
of Terebratula. 

Mr. T. A. Conrad presented the following Shells ; 

Anceulotus dilatatus : Tellina : Pecteti dislocatus ; P. : 

Lucina radula : Pyrula piperata : Donax variabilis : Gnatho- 

don flexuosus : Cyclas : Cerithium , 3 : Buccinum 

: Colutnbella : Marginella : Unio , 8 : 

Dr. R. E. Griffith presented a collection of 264 specimens 
of Shells, of the genera Dolium, Harpa, Buccinum, Eburna, 
Cerithium, Pyrena, Crassitella, Haliotis, Purpura and Rici- 
nula. 

Dr. Thos. S. Savage, of Cape Palmas, West Africa, pre- 
sented an interesting series of the nests, or habitations in clay, 
of the large white ant (Termes bellicosus) of that region, 
and also portions of dwellings and other structures, which had 
been subjected to the ravages of this insect. Also, numerous 
specimens, in spirits, of African reptiles, fishes, cheiroptera, 
&c. Among the reptiles are the following : 

Ohamseleo dilepis, Leach ; Typhlops, 2 species, Crocodilus, Ceras- 
tes, Bucephalus, Leptophis, Eupressis, Hemidactylus, Tropi- 
dolepis, Calotes, Hyla. Fishes, — Numerous specimens of 
Anabas and Leptorynchus. Of Cheiroptera, — Pteropus Hal- 
demani, and an undescribed species of Phyllostoma. 

Additional specimens of the Hessian fly, and portions of 
stems of the common raspberry plant, containing the eggs 
and larvae of an insect destructive to the plant. From 
Miss Morris, of Germantown. 

DONATIONS TO LIBRARY. 

Muscorum frondosorum novae species in Archipelago Indico 

et Japonia; conjunctis studiis scripserunt F. Dozy et J. K. 

Molkendoer. Lugduni Batavorum, 1844. From Dr. P. W- 

Korthals, of Leyden. 
Materials towards a history of the Coleoptera longicornia of 

the United States. By S. S. Haldeman, A. M. (From the 
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Trans. Am. Phil. Soc. vol. x.) 4to. Philada., 1847. From 
the author. 

Proceedings of the General Society of the Cincinnati, with 
the Act of Incorporation by the State of Pennsylvania, the 
By-Laws of the State Society, and the testimonial to the 
memory of General Washington, as adopted and commu- 
nicated to the meeting of the General Society, in may, 
1800. 12mo. Philada., 1841. 

Also, Proceedings of the same, with the original institution of 
the order, and fac simile of the signatures of the original 
members of the State Society of Pennsylvania. 8vo. Phi- 
ladelphia, 1847. From the Standing Committee of the 
Cincinnati Society, through Dr. T. McEuen. 

Transactions of the Geological Society of Pennsylvania. Vol. 
1, part 2. From Dr. Griffith. 

Account of an Expedition from Pittsburg to the Rocky Moun- 
tains, performed in the years 1819-20, under the command 
of Major Stephen B. Long. Compiled by Edwin James. 
2 vols. 8vo. and Atlas, 4to. Philada. 1823. 

A sketch of a Tour on the Continent in the years 1786-87. 
By James Edward Smith, M. D., F. R. S. 3 vols. 8vo. 
London, 1793. 

Enleitung in die Conchylienfenntniss nach Linne, von 
Johann S. Schraeter. 3 vols. 8vo. Halle, 1786. From the 
same, in exchange. 

Annual Report of the Regents of the University of the State 
of New York, made to the Legislature, April 24, 1847. 
8vo. Albany. From the Regents. 

Literary Record and Journal of the Linnean Association of 
Pennsylvania College. Vol. 3, No. 10. From the Associa- 
tion. 

Proceedings of the Boston Society of Natural History. 
Vol. 2, pp. 193 to 208. From the Society. 



Letters were read : 

From J. J. Bennet, Esq., Secretary of the Linnean Society 
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of London, dated Jan. 19, 1847, acknowledging the receipt 
of certain Nos. of the Journal, recently transmitted at the re- 
quest of that Society. 

From the Librarian of the Boston Society of Natural His- 
tory, transmitting certain portions of the Proceedings of that 
Society, at the request of the Corresponding Secretary of the 
Academy. 

From Miss Morris, of Germantown, dated July 20, 1847, 
addressed to the Corresponding Secretary, communicating 
the following in relation to the Hessian fly, and to the insect 
destructive to the Raspberry plant : 

" I have great pleasure in handing to you a box containing the 
larva of the Cecidomyia, described by me in 1841, and a vial 
with those described by Dr. Fitch. 

The difference is so marked that I think no doubt can arise in 
the mind of any one that there are two species. 

The species in the vial were procured from New Jersey by 
Mr. Haines, and presented to me ; from the same source I ex- 
pect pupns from which I hope to obtain the flies in September. 

What has retarded the earlier development of the Larvse in the 
centre of the straw it is impossible to conjecture, but I fear now 
they will all perish, as they have not attained more than half their 
growth, and the straw is all dead and ready for the harvest. 

The three stems of raspberry which will accompany this, con- 
tain the nests of a Hymenopterous insect which has troubled us 
for some years, but whose history we were unacquainted with 
until this morning, when I discovered them, as as you will see, in 
the centre of the stem. In one you will find eggs, in another 
pupae, and a third contains both pupae and the perfect insect. 

I am not prepared to say whether it be the parent or larva that 
causes the greatest injury, as I have not seen the worm feeding 
on the pith, but am well assured that they are too injurious to 
suffer them to remain unnoticed. This spring, in many of the 
gardens in this neighbourhood, entire rows of raspberries were 
blighted by them ; it is said the worm fed on the pith, but I am 
in doubt, as I found a worm, which 1 am inclined to think was 
Lepidopterous, in their nest, but may have been a starved speci- 
men of their own brood. 

Since writing the above, I find that the worm feeds on the pith 
of the raspberry, and that its history is briefly this : the fly de- 
posits its eggs in the new shoot or summer growth in the fall, and 
the worm feeds on the pith until the following July, when it un- 
dergoes its transformation." 
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A communication from Mr. Haldeman, intended for pub- 
lication in the new series of the Journal of the Academy, en- 
titled " Descriptions of Coleoptera, chiefly in the cabinet of 
J. L. Le Conte, M. D.," was read, and referred to the fol- 
lowing committee : Dr. Leidy, Mr. Townsend, and Dr. Pick- 
ering. 



Dr. Leidy requested permission, which was given, to 
change the name of a new genus of Entozoa, described by 
him in Vol. 3, No. 5 of the Proceedings, from that of 
Oryptobia to Cryptoicus, the former name haying been pre- 
occupied. 

By permission of the Society, reports were presented by 
committees on papers by Dr. Gibbes, of South Carolina, Dr. 
J. L. Le Conte, of New York, and Dr. Joseph Leidy, read at 
recent meetings of the Society, recommending the same for 
publication in the Journal. The Reports were adopted. 



Stated Meeting, August 10, 1847. 
Vice President Morton in the Chair. 

DONATIONS TO MUSEUM. 

Fifty-seven specimens of shells, of the following genera, 

presented by Dr. Wilson : 

Dolium, 1 ; Ostrea, 13 ; Aspergillum, 1 ; Chama, 1 ; Alasmo- 
donta, 2 ; Unio, 1 ; Anodonta, 1 ; Mesodesnia, 1 ; Sanguinola- 
ria, 2; Pholas, 4; Solen, 3; Glauconome, 1; Cjtherea, 5; 
Venus, 1 : Solecurtis, 1 ; Pinna, 5 ; Circe, 1 ; Mactra, 1 j Vul- 
cella ; Peeten, 3 ; Cardita, 2 ; Trigonella, 1 ; Modiola, 1 ; Area, 
3 ; Monoceros, 1 ; Psammobia, 1. 

Mr. Conrad presented six specimens of shells of the genera 
Corbula, Cardita, Peeten, Cardium, Astarte and Ostrea. 

Mr. Cassin presented a collection of African shells, and also 
a specimen of Unio Nicklinianus. 

A number of shells from the Sandwich Islands. Presented 

by Mr. Gambel. 
' 33 



